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The 2019 Annual Meeting of the International Academy of Sex 
Research promises to be particularly exciting. In its 45 years of 
existence, the IASR has never hosted its meeting in Mexico, let alone 
in Latin America. We are proud to welcome scholars at a sex research 
conference in Mexico City, now officially called “Ciudad de Mexico” 
or “CDMX” since 2016. 

The talks will be, as usual, at the cutting edge of sex research and will 
not shy away from controversial topics. We will discuss “mostly 
heterosexuals,” gender and autism spectrum, bisexuals in Latin 
America, dissemination of sexual science, sports and sex, sex research 
in Mexico, and yes, we will talk about orgasm.  

We are also excited to welcome our invited Plenary Speaker Cordelia 
Fine and Richard Green Founding President Annual Presentation 
speaker Chris Beyrer. 

Once again, at its Annual Meeting, the International Academy of Sex 
Research will remain true to its mission of promoting the highest 
standards of sex research, in times when social and political pressures 
from many sides try to suppress the scientific quest to understand 
human sexuality. 

Mexico City will be an incredible backdrop to our Annual Meeting, with 
amazing sightseeing attractions from the breathtaking Teotihuacán 
pre-Columbian pyramids to the extraordinary Frida Kahlo museum. 

We are looking forward to welcoming you for an amazing time in 
Mexico, discussing science, sharing new ideas, rejoining old friends 
and making new ones. 

See you all in Mexico! 

¡Adelante! 

 

2019 Annual Meeting 

By Eric Vilain, President 

“You know that I love you boy 

Hot like Mexico, rejoice” 

 

-Lady Gaga, Alejandro 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1. 2019 Annual Meeting 

2. Successful Graduate 
Students are Lucky 

3. Student Social 

4. Important Dates 

5. Call for Newsletter 
Articles 

6. Member News 

7. New Student Member 

https://childrensnational.org/research-and-education/about-cri/faculty-and-leadership-directory/vilian-eric
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Do not think that successful graduate students are lucky in the traditional 
sense. Luck happens when preparation meets opportunity. Preparation 
as a graduate student leads to opportunities once you have your degree. 

Successful graduate students are not complacent. They pursue activities 
beyond the trials inherent to graduate school—going to class, attending 
lab meetings, collecting data, writing a dissertation. Insurmountable as 
a doctorate may seem while you’re still trudging, that three-letter 
addition to your name isn’t the only prize within reach. 

 

Successful Graduate Students are Lucky 

By Malachi Willis, Junior Student Representative 

“Luck happens when preparation 

meets opportunity.” 

 

-Seneca via Dr. Bill Yarber 

For those planning to apply for a postdoctoral fellowship or faculty position after graduate school, your degree 
only means one thing: you are minimally qualified. Success after graduate school depends on so much more. 
Join committees at your university or an academic conference. Work in other research labs. Apply for funding. 
Mentor undergraduate students. You have time for what you make time for. 

Preparation requires active anticipation. Anticipate critiques reviewers might have by reviewing articles 
yourself. Anticipate collaborations you might forge by reading the research of people you admire. Anticipate 
the qualifications potential employers might prefer by finding relevant job postings. Anticipate questions you 
might be asked during an interview by attending job talks.  

Experience breeds preparation. One of the best ways to prepare is to repeatedly do. Yes, initial efforts may 
falter. But with each attempt, you’ll learn how to better navigate similar situations. Sometimes direct 
involvement isn’t necessary. Ask others who have been where you are about their experiences; treasure their 
insight. As one of your student representatives, I am eager to serve you by sharing my own fortunes—and even 
foibles—as a graduate student.  

Opportunities are useless, if not nonexistent, when unprepared. Lucky graduate students are ready for future 
success. So prepare and seek opportunities—either that or start foraging in a field of clovers. 

 

https://malachiwillis.com/
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Abstract Deadlines 

Brief communication: March 15, 2019 

Data blitz: March 15, 2019 

Poster presentation: April 15, 2019 

 

 

The official social for IASR student members will begin in the shadows of Palacio de Bellas Artes. The Historic 
Center of Mexico City offers several options for larger groups. The student representatives will lead interested 
student members from the conference hotel, through the Alameda Central Park, and into the heart of this 
district—built on the remnants of the great Tenochtitlan, capital of the Aztec Empire.  

We will announce the time and date for the student social in the next newsletter and via email to the student 
member listserv. We will also share the location of the first stop for those who want to meet us there. 

 

Student Social 

We are offering IASR members the opportunity to contribute to our quarterly newsletter by writing relevant 
pieces on sex research or professional development. You could write about how current events influence sex 
research, why dissemination of research and knowledge is important, or any other topic that you think would 
interest IASR student and senior members. If you are interested in writing an article for the newsletter, please 
send your idea to Malachi Willis for approval (iasrstudentrep@gmail.com). 

 

Call for Newsletter Articles 

Palacio de Bellas Artes  

Palace of Fine Arts  

 

Built early in the 20th century, this 

premier cultural center in Mexico 

City exhibits the highest expressions 

of dance, painting, sculpture, 

music, and literature. Featured 

artists include Diego Rivera, José 

Clemente Orozco, and Rufino 

Tamayo. The Palace is also the 

venue for the Folk Ballet of Mexico 

and houses the National Museum of 

Architecture. 

 

Important Dates 
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Ola became fascinated with the study of human sexuality and its methods 
during her Bachelor and Master studies. Over the years, she developed a 
strong interest in the psychophysiology of sexual arousal. She has worked on 
several research projects within the field of sex research, acquiring hands-
on experience at each stage of scientific research and expanding her 
professional network. 

Ola’s PhD project examines the processes and underlying mechanisms 
contributing to the experience of sexual intimacy in couples. It assesses how 
sexual desire and arousal of each partner unfold and interact within a dyadic 
setting using individual and couple-based psychophysiological measurements 
and is supervised by Drs. Erick Janssen and Marieke Dewitte. 

 

New Student Member 

Special thank you to our local hosts in 

Mexico City—Eusebio Rubio-Aurioles and 

Gabriela Rodriguez Manzo! 

Ola Pawłowska 

Maastricht University 

KU Leuven 

Shayna Skakoon-Sparling 

Ryerson University 
 
 
 

Shayna recently published a sub-analysis from one of her dissertation 
studies. She used the reversal theory framework to explore how different 
motivational states relate to sexual risk taking. Her findings suggest that, 
among some people, conforming to positive social norms regarding safer 
sexual practices may be a protective factor when they are faced with a 
partner who is resistant to condom use. 

Skakoon-Sparling, S., & Cramer, K. M. (2018). The role of meta-
motivational states in sexual risk taking intentions during condom 

negotiation. Journal of Motivation, Emotion, and Personality, 7, 1-8. 
doi:10.12689/jmep.2018.701 

 

Member News 

We love to hear about the work of our 

members! Please submit updates for us to 
share with the IASR community. 


