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IASR: In the Beginning… 

For the IASR Student Member 

 Before you were born, I founded the International 
Academy of Sex Research.  Why?  Unless you are at least 40 years 
old, your mother was not yet pregnant with you.  And, sex 
research deserved an internationally prestigious Academy.   
Before you were born, I was Founding Editor of the Archives of 
Sexual Behavior.  Why? It was three years before the IASR and 
less likely that you were born.  And, sexual behavior deserved a 
prestigious Archive. 

 A detailed accounting of these events is at Archives of 
Sexual Behavior 14, 293-302 in the article modestly sub-titled “In 
the Beginning”, and at ASB 30, 633-37. Here a few highlights are 
reprised along with a couple of anecdotes, not previously 
published. 

 Flashback  (from ASB 14, 294): The early 1970’s was a 
watershed period for sexology. Two books by Masters and 
Johnson were international bestsellers. The World Health 
Organization defined sexual health. In the U.S., where previously 
a handful of medical schools had been teaching human sexuality to fetal doctors, now it was in nearly 
every school’s curriculum.  The rights of sexual partners to use contraceptives and the right of pregnant 
women to interrupt pregnancy were affirmed by the highest court.  The Gay Rights Movement was 
marching forward. And it was the time when millions of middle-class adults, male and female, queued 
to watch Linda Lovelace perform in “Deep Throat”.  In another era, she would have been merely a 
sword swallower.   

 However, as the scientific study of sexuality grew, we were all pursuing the hidden knowledge 
from too diverse a group of disciplines and separate professional organizations.  No common ground 
existed for exchange between the relatively few scientists, worldwide, whose commitment was sex 
research.  No opportunity existed for sharing, either on the printed page or in person. 

 Initiating:  First, the printed page.  The 1971 Statement of Purpose for the Archives of Sexual 
Behavior: An Interdisciplinary Research Journal included “bringing together findings from the several 
academic disciplines investigating human sexuality…(and being) the first journal to collate effectively 
research contributions of consistently high caliber from scholars throughout the world”.   

 Then, in person. A November 8, 1972 letter to the Editorial Board of Archives of Sexual 
Behavior explored interest in a new professional society. “The study of human sexuality has come of 
age.   …A solid organization can effect an impenetrable obstacle to those who would ignore or erase 
these efforts of inquiry.   I propose that as a first step, each of us consider 10 persons in our own field 
who are judged to be responsible, enduring scientific contributors to the study of human sexuality … I 
suggest that we have a professional periodical which is the official publication… the Archives of Sexual 
Behavior.”   
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 There followed this letter to nominees:  “…The Academy will serve several functions. It will consist of a select body of accomplished 
and promising researchers whose scholarly focus is human sexual behavior. …The Academy will meet annually, alternating in North America 
and Europe, for presentation of unpublished research.  You are hereby invited to become a Charter Member. As a Charter Member, you are 
invited to submit the names of ten colleagues for membership. “   

 Progress: In August 1973 there were 53 Charter Members.   Plenum, our intrepid publisher, designated the Archives, in year 3 of my 
30-year editorship, as the official publication of IASR. The first annual meeting was in 1975 at Stony Brook, New York.  It included 
presentations from seven nations. The first business meeting was September 12, 1975. Having served as Founding President, I declined 
nomination to stand for President. Nominated and elected were John Bancroft for President, Frank Beach for President-Elect, Jan Raboch for 
Vice-President, Richard Whalen for Secretary, and Virginia Johnson-Masters for Treasurer.   

 In the beginning, some scoffed at the names of the new journal and the new organization.  “Archives” and “Academy” seemed to 
them pretentious.  History has proven these skeptics wrong.  

 Hurdles:  At the time of the first meeting, Masters and Johnson were national celebrities. They were to attend the meeting at Stony 
Brook.  I drove to a nearby small suburban hotel to reserve a room for them.  The desk clerk balked:  “You are joking. Masters and Johnson 
are coming HERE?” (After much cajoling, they got a room.) 

 Months of preparation went into the meeting with papers to be presented over two days on the university campus.  Day 1 was 
Saturday.  I had not known that the auditorium was locked on weekends. (After a frantic search, we located a key.)  

 Future: A few years ago I proposed that IASR include a student membership.  This newsletter is evidence of that success.  I hope that, 
if IASR is granted tax-exempt charity status to receive my gift, many of you will deliver a paper at the annual Richard Green Founding 
President Annual Presentation.  But, I get ahead of myself…. 

-Dr. Richard Green 

Professor of Psychiatry Emeritus 

University of California, Los Angeles 

Visiting Professor, Faculty of Medicine, Imperial College, London, Retired 

 

History of IASR, Cont. from Page 1 

Important Deadlines to keep in Mind: 

Nominations for President:  

January 15, 2015 

Submission deadline for Brief Communication abstracts:  

February 16th, 2015 

Submission deadline for Best Student Manuscripts:  

February 16, 2015 

Submission deadline for Student Research Development Awards:  

March 16, 2015 

Submission for Poster Abstracts:  

June 1, 2015 

 

See you in Toronto! 
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Meet IASR Student Members! 

Lucie Krejcova 

krejcovalucie@centrum.cz 

 

I am a PhD candidate in Human Ethology at the Charles University (Czech Republic). My research 

focuses on developing the standardized set of sexual-erotic stimuli for measurement of female sexual 

arousal. My other research areas are: female orgasticity, female sexual fantasies, and identifying sexual 

traits in nonverbal behavior in women. 

Sophia Choukas-Bradley 

Schoukas@gmail.com 

 

I was recently awarded the Henry David Research Grant, which provides support for research in 

behavioral aspects of population studies or human reproductive behavior. The funds helped to 

support my dissertation research, which examines peer influences on adolescents’ trajectories of 

sexual behavior. 

 

Debra Soh 

Debra.soh1@gmail.com 

My research interests include  structural and functional neuroimaging, paraphilic disorders, male 

hypersexuality, and furries. 

Last month I had a paper come out in Archives of Sexual Behavior and it was covered by Discover 

Magazine’s Neuroskeptic’s blog:  http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/neuroskeptic/2014/11/26/peek-

inside-furry-convention/ 

Soh, D. W., & Cantor, J. M. (2014). A peek inside a furry convention. Archives of Sexual Behavior. doi: 10.1007/

s10508-014-0423-y. [Epub ahead of print] 
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Student Reminders 

Call For The IASR Student Research Development Award (IASR SRDA) — Due March 16th! 

Purpose: To provide funds to support mentored research that fosters the development of research skills and 

intellectual development of IASR student members beginning a career focused on sexuality research. 

Eligibility: Please read the criteria below. 

 Recipients may be students from any discipline who are engaging in sex research. Students must be matricu-

lated in a graduate program. Persons with completed terminal degrees (for example, those in post-doctoral 

programs) are not eligible unless working toward a second degree (e.g., another Masters, PhD, MD, or JD). 

In those few cases, verification is required and he/she should contact the S-T before submitting any materi-

al. 

  IASR student membership is required prior to application. Student members must be in good standing on 

membership dues in order to be eligible for IASR awards. 

 Collaboration and support of at least one qualified research mentor is required. Mentor membership in IASR 

is not required.·        

 Though attendance at the annual conference is advisable, it is not a prerequisite of being awarded the SRDA. 

That is, applicants do not need to attend the annual IASR meeting to be considered for the award. Awardees 

will be announced during the award ceremony at the conference banquet. 

Award Amounts: $1,000 in currency of recipients’ choice. 

This is a reminder to students to begin thinking about and preparing your applica-

tions for two IASR research awards!  

 

BEST STUDENT MANUSCRIPT—Due February 16th! 

To be eligible for consideration the student must be a student member of IASR, be first author, and the 

work should be substantially the work of the first author. Articles currently under submission or review, in 

revision, accepted for publication, or published in the past calendar year will be considered. If the manu-

script is not already submitted or accepted elsewhere, the student will be encouraged to submit the manu-

script to the Archives of Sexual Behavior, where it will undergo the usual peer-review process. Past win-

ners are ineligible.  
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Student Reminders 

Child Care Financial Aid: 

 

IASR is pleased to announce a new initiative for its members with children.  Student, associate, or 

full members who attend the annual meeting may apply for Child Care Financial Aid (CCFA) to 

help offset the costs associated with child care while an IASR parent(s) is attending the annual 

meeting. 

 

This initiative will be in place for the 2015 meeting in Toronto.  For 2015, we will be offering 10 

CCFAs valued at $200 USD each.   

Guidelines: 

 

 Any member (student, associate, or full) is allowed to apply for a CCFA.  

 Please consider your financial needs relative to others’ financial needs before applying. 

 CCFAs are available on a first come, first serve basis. 

 One CCFA will be available per IASR family. In other words, if two (or more) IASR members 

have a child or children together, only one CCFA will be granted. 

 Previous receipt of CCFA does not preclude a member from receiving CCFA in subsequent 

years.  

 CCFAs will be distributed following the annual meeting. The CCFA recipient must attend the 

annual meeting in order to receive the funding. 

 

Application forms will be made available online following an announcement on the listserves. Any 

questions or concerns may be directed toward Kelly Suschinsky, PhD, the Secretary-Treasurer at 

iasradmin@gmail.com . 

Reminder: We greatly appreciate student submissions to our newsletter! If you have ideas for 

articles or would like to submit an article yourself, please contact your student representative, 

Sarah Bell at iasrstudentrep@gmail.com.  

mailto:iasradmin@gmail.com

