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A Statement of Purpose 
By Richard Green, MD, founder of IASR, first editor of ASB 

The Archives of Sexual Behavior: An Interdisciplinary Research Journal will 
attempt to bring together findings from the several academic disciplines 
investigating human sexuality. Research data on sexual behavior are 
emerging at an accelerating rate. Inspection of the past year's Index Medicus 
and Psychological Abstracts reveals hundreds of noteworthy papers 
published throughout the world addressed directly to this subject. They 
were from psychologists, psychiatrists, neuroendocrinologists, ethologists, 
psychoanalysts, geneticists, and social scientists. Unfortunately for the 
student of sexual behavior, these papers were published in literally dozens 
of journals, rendering it a practical impossibility to maintain a scholarly 
awareness of that material. An additional deficiency in effective 
communication among these investigators derives from man's inefficient 
system of language. Of the scores of innovative papers published last year, 
one-third were in a variety of languages other than English. 

The Archives of Sexual Behavior hopes to be the first journal to collate 
effectively research contributions of consistently high caliber from scholars 
throughout the world. It hopes to incorporate, among others, the research 
strategies of the clinician, including the psychoanalyst and behavior 
therapist, with the perspective of the social scientist and the findings of the 
laboratory investigator. Associate Editors and members of the Editorial 
Board have been selected to maximize this potential. The Archives of Sexual 
Behavior will also translate selected non-English-language research papers 
and make them available in summary form to an English-language 
readership. 

Green, R. (1971). A statement of purpose. Archives of Sexual Behavior, 1. 

 

In remembrance of Dr. Richard Green’s profound 
influence on sex research and his pursuit to advance 
the field, we have reprinted an editorial that he wrote 
for the first issue of the Archives of Sexual Behavior. 

Edited by Malachi Willis 

https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01540932
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Richard Green, M.D., J.D. (Editor of Archives of Sexual Behavior, 1971–2001) with Ken 

Zucker, Ph.D. (Editor of Archives of Sexual Behavior, 2002–present) at the 2003 

meeting of the World Congress of Sexology in Havana, Cuba. 
 

Photograph courtesy of Alain J. Giami, Ph.D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Given Dr. Green’s significant contribution to 
IASR, we are inviting members to share their 
memories of him during the In Memoriam at 

our meeting in Mexico City. 

To read the obituary                    . 

published in the                    . 

New York Times,                   . 

click here.                    .     

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/17/obituaries/dr-richard-green-dead.html
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As this year’s IASR meeting in Mexico City draws closer, I’ve been reflecting on some of the things I’ve learned 
as a student attending academic conferences. My first conference was as an undergraduate, when I ventured 
to Montpellier, France to attend the 2011 meeting of the Human Behavior and Evolution Society (HBES). It was 
equal parts humbling and thrilling to listen to experts effortlessly deliver talks that I struggled to understand. 
As my first ever poster presentation loomed, I was terrified. Looking back on the conference as a whole, I was 
uncomfortable. I was completely out of my depth. And I was totally hooked.  

Since my undergraduate degree, I’ve had the great fortune of attending many more conferences, both large 
and small. Some were in my own “backyard” (Banff, Alberta comes to mind), others in far flung places across 
North America and Europe. While at these conferences, I’ve had opportunities to observe interactions, 
conversations, exciting new findings, tense disagreements, mini-lectures disguised as “questions,” and even a 
burlesque performance (a planned event, not an impromptu number). I’ve also had some time to reflect on 
the behaviour of others, as well as my own. Below is a short-list of things I think worth considering, whether 
this is your first conference as a student (or your first IASR), or your fifteenth. The list isn’t meant to be 
exhaustive or original or particularly prescriptive—simply a collection of thoughts from one student to another, 
some of which I hope are helpful as you attend conferences as a student (or a student at heart). 

Introduce yourself to people you’d like to meet. Academics will be flattered that you know their work, and 
even more flattered that you thought highly enough of their work to seek them out. Meeting the people behind 
a body of work you admire reinforces the humanity underpinning any discipline, and it is a great way to build 
personal connections with researchers. Knowing the scientist behind the science personalizes both in exciting 
ways, leading to productive conversations, new insights, and possible collaboration or post-doc opportunities. 
Sometimes you meet your heroes, and their frosty reception or dismissive tone can be a painful lesson that 
scientists are human. Fortunately, such instances are rare. Nonetheless, they are a good reminder that a 
scientific contribution can be disassociated from the contributor. 

There are no non-professional interactions. This includes everything. Let me repeat; there are no non-
professional interactions. Mingling over morning coffee and a croissant, giving or attending scientific 
presentations, conversations between sessions, formal banquets, casual dinner or drinks, even a shared taxi. 

 

Carpe Colloquium 
By Scott Semenyna, Senior Student Representative 

 

Left: Our illustrious student 

 leader, Scott (looking rather 

young), at HBES in 2011. 
 
 

Right: Scott (slightly less young) 

with fellow IASR member—the 

timeless—Shayna Skakoon-

Sparling at the IASR poster 

session in Madrid last year. 

  
 
 
 
 



 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Spring 2019 – Page 4 
IASR Member 

Newsletter 

All interactions at a conference have a professional element to them. Rightly or wrongly, the ways we behave 
and present ourselves are judged by our peers and those more senior. If you plan on sticking around in 
academia, remember that fellow attendees are people who will be your colleagues, review your manuscripts, 
adjudicate competitive research funding, and even make or break your career with letters of reference or a 
hiring recommendation. The research community is small, and that of sex-research even smaller. It is in your 
best interest to have people think well of you. If you aren’t planning on staying in academia, the same advice 
still applies––the impressions we leave have a sort of inertia that eventually catches up to us in life. So put 
your best foot forward, and try not to stick it in your mouth. Some of you reading this may have witnessed me 
doing so, marveling at my ability to form words with my foot ankle-deep in my face. Remember that most 
academics are gracious, willing to forgive the occasional slip-up. Learn from these mistakes and move on.  

Lean in to disagreement. There is much strength in  
diversity, and that includes diversity of thought. John Stuart  
Mill famously said that someone “who knows only [their] own  
side of the case knows little of that.” Disagreement makes us  
all uncomfortable, but we should learn to embrace that. Be  
intentional about engaging in productive, collegial disagreement 
with fellow conference attendees. Make an effort to hear talks 
and speakers with whom you disagree, because doing so helps avoid living in a scientific filter bubble. As 
scientists seeking truth, we share much more that unites us than divides us. Conferences are full of fabulously 
intelligent people, and trying to understand perspectives that differ from our own is vital to intellectual 
growth. At worst, you have a better understanding of a position with which you ultimately diverge. At best, 
you learn something new and change your mind. Alice Dreger is fond of asking, “if you haven't changed your 
mind lately, how do you know it’s working?” 

Eat, drink, and be merry…but know your limits. There are few things I enjoy more about a conference than 
the ample food, and even more ample beer, shared with people I only see once a year. I’ve watched more than 
a few graduate students retire to their hotel room in the early evening, exhausted from a day of “networking” 
during the sessions and breaks. The irony is, a lot of productive networking occurs after hours. (You will recall 
point #2.) So, say yes to dinner. Say yes to drinks. Embrace the opportunity to soak in the stimulating 
conversation of scholarly people with shared interests. A little alcohol can also relax the tensions of 
disagreement (point #3). On the flip side of this, I’ve also watched some students not know when to call it 
quits. Occasionally, conference events have open bars. Such gifts in life shouldn’t be taken as an invitation to 
attempt the “Wade Boggs Challenge.” (Wade Boggs was a professional baseball player who allegedly drank 70 
beers during a cross-country flight—a lesson in liver toxicity, among other sorts.) To quote Ian Malcolm, of 
Jurassic Park fame, “your scientists were so preoccupied with whether or not they could, they didn’t stop to 
think if they should.” In essence, it’s good to know your limits and keep enough of your wits about you to safely 
navigate an unfamiliar foreign city. This is especially important given that you will be around people you may 
not know well, and with whom you want to maintain positive professional relationships.  

Enjoy the ride. Don’t get so wrapped up in worrying about what you should (or shouldn’t) do that you forget 
to simply be present and enjoy the conference, and the relationships you form there. This is a time to learn 
from others, contribute to a lively scientific community, and to benefit from expertise and feedback that can 
improve current or future projects. Conferences can be the highlight of your academic year if you embrace 
the best that they have to offer.  

 

Carpe Colloquium (cont.) 

“A fair result can be obtained only by fully 

stating and balancing the facts and arguments 

on both sides of each question.” 

 

-Charles Darwin 

 

By Scott Semenyna, Senior Student Representative 

https://www.ted.com/talks/eli_pariser_beware_online_filter_bubbles?language=en#t-156242
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Early registration: May 31, 2019 

Poster abstract deadline: June 10, 2019 

Registration: June 30, 2019 

Student Research Development Award: June 30, 2019 

 

We are offering IASR members the opportunity to contribute to our quarterly newsletter by writing relevant 
pieces on sex research or professional development. You could write about how current events influence sex 
research, why dissemination of research and knowledge is important, or any other topic that you think would 
interest IASR student and senior members. If you are interested in writing an article for the newsletter, please 
send your idea to Malachi Willis for approval (iasrstudentrep@gmail.com). 

 

Call for Newsletter Articles 

Important Dates 
 

Casa Luis Barragán 

House of Luis Barragán 

 

Luis Barragán, the only Pritzker Prize-winning 

architect from Mexico, built this home and 

studio for himself in 1948 and was its sole 

inhabitant until he died in 1988. The home’s 

clandestine facade hints to the treasures you 

encounter once inside: an abundant collection 

of books, art, and religious ornaments dear to 

Barragán, as well as a lush garden and colorful 

rooftop perfect for solitary meditation. 

The official social for IASR student 
members will begin after the poster 
session on July 24. We will meet at 
Hilaria Jardin, which is in the middle 
of the Historic Center of Mexico City. 
Look for Scott or Malachi if you want 
to join a group on the walk over. See 
you there! 

 

Student Social 



 

  
 

 
 
  

   

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Malachi recently published a study on the effect of sexual precedent on 
sexual consent communication. Sexual precedent theory posits that people 
believe that engaging in consensual sex at one point in time implies consent 
to later sexual encounters with that person. Using daily sexual behavior data, 
he found that people who had a more established sexual relationship with 
their partner were less likely to rely on communication cues to determine 
sexual consent. This trend inverted at the higher end of the sexual precedent 
spectrum. Because sexual consent varies by sexual precedent, 
communicating consent should not ever be taken for granted. 

Willis, M., & Jozkowski, K. N. (2019). Sexual precedent’s effect on sexual 
consent communication. Archives of Sexual Behavior. doi:10.1007/s10508-

018-1348-7 

 

Member News 

 

Special thank you to our local hosts in 

Mexico City—Eusebio Rubio-Aurioles and 

Gabriela Rodriguez Manzo! 

Malachi Willis 

University of Arkansas 

 

Serena Corsini-Munt 

Dalhousie University 
 
 

Dr. Serena Corsini-Munt, a SSHRC postdoctoral fellow working under the 
supervision of Dr. Natalie Rosen at Dalhousie University, is excited to share 
that she has accepted a position as Assistant Professor in the School of 
Psychology at the University of Ottawa to begin in July, 2019. In her 
dissertation, completed at the Université de Montréal in 2016 under the 
direction of Dr. Sophie Bergeron, Serena developed and tested a novel 
psychological intervention for couples living with female genito-pelvic pain. 
Her postdoctoral research has focused on examining associations between 
sexual motivation and sexual wellbeing for couples coping with Female 
Sexual Interest/Arousal Disorder. In her future research program, Serena 
plans to continue her research focused on couples coping with sexual health 
challenges. She welcomes applications from potential students interested in 
her research, as well as the Clinical Psychology program at the University of 

Ottawa. 

Member News 

We love to hear about the work of our 

members! Please submit updates for us to 
share with the IASR community. 
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https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A9ddff176-09d9-43fd-ae68-f4f82e6225d3
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A9ddff176-09d9-43fd-ae68-f4f82e6225d3

