
I feel so fortunate to be the IASR
President for our 2018 annual meeting
in Madrid. The venue, Consejo
Superior de Investigaciones Científicas
(Superior Council of Scientific
Investigations), is outstanding and
centrally located (check out the
pictures on the website, and below).
There are several excellent hotel
options, all of which are conveniently
located within a short walk of the
meeting venue. If you are a student,
on a budget, or like to stay at the
conference location, we’ve secured
rooms in hotel-style dorm rooms at
the
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the conference venue, so affordable accommodation is definitely available. If you’ve never been to Madrid,
you’ve missed a fabulous and historic city. There is a lot to do and see, a lot of great food, and, a lot of
great culture—what’s not to love? This year’s social excursion will be a brief trip to Toledo (50km south of
Madrid). History fills the streets of Toledo, given its importance to the Roman and later Visigoth empires, as
well as its prominence in Jewish, Christian, and Muslim history. I still have clear memories from my visit to
Toledo more than 35 years ago. If you can add a couple of leisure days on to the meeting, there are also
some great day trips you can take—Segovia comes to mind, for example. Or you can take the high-speed
rail to Barcelona or Córdoba and spend a couple of days there. However, the real reason to come to the
2018 IASR meeting is the quality of

Dr. E. Sandra Byers
Current IASR President

http://iasr2018madrid.com/
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IASR Student (Casual) Sex Research Social
On June 17th, after the first poster session of
IASR Madrid (~8pm), there will be a casual
student get-together at Cafetería RICK’S.

Located a short walk from the conference
venue, this laid-back gathering will serve as an

opportunity for students to meet one another,
talk about their research, and get connected to
other students and early-career researchers.

We hope to see you there!

2018 IASR meeting is the quality of the research and researchers! You already received a copy of the
preliminary program, so you know that we have a diverse program of plenary speakers and symposia in
which speakers will be sharing their ground-breaking and thought-provoking research. And then there’s the

cutting-edge emerging research that will make up the brief communication, data blitz, and poster sessions,
informal interactions between sessions and during the social events, student preconference workshop on

preparing for controversy in a sex-research career, and, special student social event described below. Do
join us for IASR 2018 inMadrid!!

https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Cafeter%C3%ADa+RICK'S/@40.440655,-3.6962402,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xe06eb72c3371b076?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjI8cXS6-XbAhXqCTQIHbDpC_cQ_BIIjwEwDw
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Tips For Preparing a Data-Blitz Presentation

1. Start with a hook, get your audience interested in what you have to say.

2. Get a narrative. What is the main story you are trying to tell? Use this to
determine what you include in your presentation and what doesn’t make the

cut.

3. Less is more. This applies to what you say, as well as your slides.
Presentations are easier to follow if only the most relevant points are
presented.

4. Be visual. They say “a picture is worth a thousand words”. If you can use
images, schematics, colour to convey findings, theories, or models, then do it.

5. Practice, after all the presentation is only going to be as good as the person
who is presenting. This will help with timing, but also with your own

confidence.

1. Minimize text. My first poster could have been mistaken for a
novel; it was covered in large, uninviting blocks of text. In my
opinion, posters are much easier to read if they make strategic

use of bullet points, indents, and numbers. Save the long
descriptive sentences for the manuscript.

2. Use consistent formatting. My lab has a poster template that all
graduate students are expected to use. If your lab doesn't have a
template, consider creating one. The template makes our lives so

much easier. We don't have to worry about choosing fonts or
colors, so the bulk of the poster preparation time is spent creating

graphs that effectively communicate our results and writing
concise, clear text.

3. No crazy colors. This point is somewhat related to the formatting issue. Personally, I find it hard to focus
on the important details when there are lots of crazy colors going on. An occasional pop of bright color
could draw your reader's attention to an important finding, but the whole poster doesn't need to have

royal blue text or be printed on royal blue paper.
4. No clip art. Seems crazy that I have to say this, but I am firmly anti-clip art on posters. Fun, interactive

images can work well in a data blitz or in a longer oral presentation, but I think that they are too
distracting on posters. With a poster, you have so little space to convey all of the cool things about your
study, so use it wisely.

5. Print a draft (yes, a full-sized draft). I know that printing posters is expensive, but I don't catch the little
details until I print out a full-sized version. I check carefully for typos, make sure that the axes on my

graphs are labeled appropriately, and look for alignment issues.

Amelia Stanton (Winner of Best Student Poster at the 2016 IASR Conference in Malmö, Sweden)

Preparing an effective conference Poster

Samantha Dawson
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Posters are a fun and effective way to present research findings at conferences. When posters are
done well, they can help raise awareness about a particular research area, educate attendees, and
spark interesting debates and discussions. Here are some tips that I have found helpful in creating
posters that get attention and have an impact.

1. Attract attention. Your poster will be displayed alongside several other similar-looking posters. To
stand out, make your poster eye catching with graphics, a unique layout, or a beautiful color
scheme that is noticeable from a distance. A catchy, short title can also help draw people to your
poster.

2. Be organized. Do not try to cram too much information into your poster. Instead, make your
poster pleasing to the eye by minimizing the amount of text you include, including white spaces
to break up the text, and ensuring the text is large enough to be read from a distance.
Additionally, it is important that the layout of your poster guides the reader through the
information in order. This can be done using headings, arrows, numbers, or anything else that
clarifies the logical flow.

3. Take advantage of the visual medium. Visual representations of your data have a bigger impact
on the viewer than tables and words. For quantitative results, use graphs or charts to display your
results. For qualitative results, quotes can be put in bubbles or pictures can be used to illustrate
the point of a quote. These small changes can help transform your data into a coherent,
compelling story and can also create a visual centerpiece for your poster.

4. Hit the high points. Poster presentations are not all about how the poster looks, they are meant
to spark interaction. Therefore, it is important to be prepared to verbally summarize your research
in a few key points. This is much easier said than done, because it requires distilling your research
into the most important take-home messages. Once you have done this successfully, you will be a
much more engaging poster presenter and people will be more likely to remember your research.

Tips For Creating Posters That work
Kaitlyn Goldsmith (Winner of Best Student Poster at the 2017 IASR Conference in Charleston, USA)

5. Get feedback. If possible, get feedback from
lab mates and professors on your poster
design and verbal summary so that you can
make improvements before the presentation.
Sometimes, things appear obvious from the
presenter’s perspective, but can be
ambiguous to others. It is your responsibility
to present things clearly and accurately, even
to those with no background in your specific
area of research.

International Academy of Sex Research



Introducing Our New Student Representative

Daisy Mechelmans
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I am a second year doctoral candidate at the Institute for Family and Sexuality Studies at the
University of Leuven, Belgium. My dissertation project focusses on the role of both individual- and
dyad-based sexual measurements in response to sexual stimuli (using sexual psychophysiology and
human brain imaging (MRI) methods) on sexual couple processes, and their association with sexual
trait characteristics such as the propensity for sexual excitation and sexual inhibition. I am very lucky
to be supervised by Dr. Erick Janssen, who has introduced me to IASR, and sex research in general.

I previously completed a Master’s in Psychology at the
University of Leuven, and a second Master’s degree at the
the University of Cambridge, UK, before returning to
Leuven. I am also halfway through a three-year baking and
pastry degree, and continuing my previous seamstress
course by being enrolled in a further dressmaking course.
When I am not reading/writing/procrastinating on writing,
or baking, or sewing, I can be found looking sweaty in
sports clothing as I am also training for my second
triathlon! I am very excited, and feeling privileged, to have
the opportunity to represent the student members of IASR.
Feel free to contact either Scott, or myself, should you have
any questions, concerns, comments, or ideas to help us
represent the student members of IASR!

My name is Talia Shirazi, and I’m currently a second year biological
anthropology PhD student at Penn State working with David Puts.
Broadly, I am interested in the effects that ovarian hormones have
on women’s psychology and behavior as they relate to mating and
sexuality. Though prior work has generally examined the association
between changes in fertility and changes in sexuality, the unique
contributions of different ovarian hormones in modulating changes
in sexuality remain unclear. Aside from that, I’ve recently become
very interested in how social variables (e.g., socioeconomic status)
and environmental variables (e.g., exposure to endocrine-disrupting
chemicals) impact reproductive health and fertility. When I’m not in
lab, you can find me running long distances very slowly, reading
random pop-sci psychology books, or hiking.

New IASR Student Members
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We are always looking for contributions to the student newsletter––whether they be
photographic, textual, or purely conceptual. Two great ways to contribute are to propose an idea
for the front-page article or to submit a student bio or exciting news about recent publications.
This is a newsletter primarily for the students, so we are always happy to hear what you would
like to see featured on the front page, and a student bio can be a great way to introduce yourself
to other members of the IASR community. If you would like to contribute to upcoming
upcoming newsletters, please email your student representatives (Scott Semenyna and
Daisy Mechelmans) at: iasrstudentrep@gmail.com 6

Gerardo Betancourt Ph.D. Candidate (June 2017)

I have been working as an educator for more than 20 years in several countries. My educational projects
have been implemented and evaluated in Chile, Mexico, Colombia and Canada. I have been working in the
field of Sexual Health for the past 10 years, publishing international book chapters edited by universities,
and numerous peer reviewed journals. I have worked to developed theories and theoretical frameworks to
better understand intersectionalities, sexualities, qualitative methodologies, epistemologies, and sexual
health practices, presenting my research in countries such as Spain, Mexico, Colombia, Canada, Australia,
and USA.

My education practice and pedagogy is as a constructivist (Piaget, Vigosky), and as a researcher, social
constructivism guides my work. With a preference for interpretative methods, I have extensive experience
working in community based research and education. I sees education as a form of emancipation and
empowerment, and have passion for Social Work and Health Sciences. My teaching experience, bilingual in
Spanish and English, includes Jr. High School, to University-level, as well as with community and scientific
stakeholders.

I am fully trained in the use of multiple
intelligences, neurolinguistic sciences, and
Freire in the classroom. I have also
developed a Hand Mapping Qualitative
Methodology for depicting narratives of
sexual health trajectories and life events.
The methodology has been presented in
Barcelona, Switzerland and across
Canada (link).

Book Chapters:
Betancourt, G. (2015). A theoretical model for intervening in complex sexual behaviours: sexual desires,
pleasures and passion —La Pasión—of Spanish-speaking gay men in Canada. In F. Julie & K. Karban
(Eds.), Lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans health inequalities (pp. 159-172). Bristol, U.K.: Policy Press at the
University of Bristol.

New IASR Student Members
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Request for Information

mailto:iasrstudentrep@gmail.com
http://web.fhnw.ch/plattformen/sexualityandsocialworkconferences/conference-program/presentations/workshop2/presentation_gerardo_betancourt_SSW16.pdf
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Announcements

New Student Representative
Nominations Accepted Soon

The IASR Executive has restructured the student representative roles to include a junior and senior
Student Representative. Student representatives will serve two-year terms, with a new junior
Representative selected each year. The duties of the student representative include organizing
student membership information, creating and distributing the newsletter 3 - 4 times a year (e.g.,
soliciting articles from members, designing the layout, etc.), and acting as a liaison between
student and senior members. Student representatives are also responsible for contributing to the
organization of the student pre-conference workshop (e.g., polling students for topics, etc.),
serving as a student member on the Scientific Program Committee at the Annual Meeting,
administering the annual IASR executive elections polling, as well as overseeing the post-
conference survey and writing brief report based on the results. Applicants must be in good
standing, having paid all of their dues prior to their nomination. The student liaison position will
be a two year term (one year as junior representative, one year as senior representative), and
successful applicants must be a student in a graduate program during their tenure as liaison.
Preference will be given to applicants who have attended an IASR meeting. The student liaison
must be available to attend the next year’s meeting in Mexico City (July 2019). When possible,
one representative will be from North America and one will be from outside of North America.
Specific details about application procedures will be sent to the IASR listservs in August 2018.
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